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INTRODUCTION

- Setting big game controlled hunt tag numbers and developing regulations for the following
year’s big game seasons involves two major steps.

1. The 2013 big game controlled hunt tag numbers are adopted as Oregon Administrative
Rules by the Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission (Commission) on June 67, 2013 in
Tigard, Oregon. ' :

2. Recommendations, in concept, are presented for 2014 big game and western gray squirrel
season dates, bag limits, and open areas, dates and locations of cooperative travel
management areas, and controlled hunts. Final adoption of 2014 Big Game Regulations
will occur at the October 4, 2013, Commission meeting in Newport, Oregon.

This document includes tables of controlled hunts with Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife
(Department) recommended tag numbers proposed for adoption in June 2013 and a summary of
2014 Big Game Regulation proposals. It should be noted, the 2014 Big Game Regulations are
concepts at this time, subject to revision and further development.
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GENERAL TOPICS and UPDATES

Potential Regulation Changes and Concepts Under Consideration

Several miscellaneous regulation concepts and proposals were mentioned in the information
provided to the Department’s wildlife districts for discussion at public meetings held in May
(Table 1). If proposals are developed they would be presented at the October 4, 2013,
Commission meeting for potential inclusion in the 2014 Big Game Regulations.

Bag Limit During Archery Seasons and Disability Permits

Factors considered to determine units recommended to have an expanded bag limit include:
o The deer or elk population characteristics in the unit particularly
o Population level relative to the population Management Objective
o Recruitment as measured by fawn or calf ratios
» The number of antlerless firearms tags authorized in the unit
e The distribution of firearms tags in the unit

In June of 2013, the Department will make projections on which units will have an antlerless
animal 1n the bag limit for archers and hunters with disabilities permits for fall of 2014. If the
Commission adopts this proposal in October 2013, the Department would list the units with an
expanded bag limit in the 2014 Big Game Regulations.

o At this time (May 1, 2013) the Department is not proposing any changes to the Wildlife
Management Units with an antlerless animal in the bag limit for archers and hunters with
disabilities permits for fall of 2014. Those units currently are:

o FOR DEER ONLY, One Deer During Buck Seasons: Biggs, Columbia Basin
(portions of the unit are closed to bowhunting- see page 50 and 51), Hood, Indigo,
Maupin, McKenzie, Melrose, Santiam, and Willamette.

o FOR ELK ONLY, Antlerless OR Legal Bull Elk During Bull Seasons: Alsea,
Applegate, Beatys Butte, Beulah, Biggs, Catherine Creek, Chesnimnus, Columbia
Basin (portions of the unit are closed to bowhunting- see page 80), E. Fork Rock (that
portion east of Hwy 97), Fossil, Grizzly, Hood, Imnaha, Juniper, Lookout Mt,
Malheur River, Maupin, Melrose, Murderers Creek, Northside, Owyhee, Paulina,
Pine Creek, Ritter portion of Heppner Unit (that part of 48 south and east of N Fork
John Day Rvr), Saddle Mt, Scappoose, Silvies, Siuslaw, Sixes, Sled Springs, Steens
Mt, Stott Mt, S Sumpter (251B hunt area; see page 73), Trask, Wagontire, White
River, Whitehorse, Willamette and Wilson. Also outside National Forest (NF) lands
within the Dixon, Evans Creek, Indigo, McKenzie, Rogue, and Santiam units. For
the Ochoco Unit the bag limit for archers is as listed on the tag and in the hunt tables.
The bag limit for hunters with an Oregon disabilities permit is an antlerless or legal
bull.

¢ The units with an antlerless elk in the bag limit for 2014 will not be final until
adopted by the Commission in October, 2013; the list above could change between
now and October. Hunters need to check the Big Game Regulations each year for the
final list of units with an antlerless animal in the bag limit. There is some risk which the
Department believes is manageable in setting antlerless areas a year ahead of seasons. If
an extreme winter was to occur causing a major reduction in deer and/or elk herds in
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areas with antlerless animals in the bag limit, the Department would propose an
emergency rule change by April 15" to protect antlerless animals in impacted areas.
Travel Management Area (TMA) and Area Closure Changes

Jackson Cooperative Travel Management Area: The Department is proposing to add a block
of ~8,000 acres to the 50,000 acre Jackson TMA. The proposed addition is south of Butte Falls.
Much of the area is managed by the Lone Rock Timber Company and is experiencing heavy
damage from ATV use. The landowner would like to continue to allow public access but reduce
road damage and erosion/water quality issues. Access will continue to be limited to good
graveled roads which alse provide access to BLM lands. Signs will be posted this fall informing
area users of the proposed addition of the area to the Jackson TMA in 2014,

Meacham Cooperative Travel Management Area: The NE Region is working on
establishing a new TMA in Umatilla/Union Counties. The Meacham TMA would comprise ~ 45
sq. miles of Hancock Forest Management lands near the town of Meacham. Management will be
coordinated in conjunction with the other Hancock TMAs in NE Oregon. Signs will be put in
place this summer (2013) with implementation of the TMA proposed for 2014,

Tases for Active Duty Military Personnel

Add Spring Bear Tags for Active Duty Military Personnel: In 2012, the Department
provided a mechanism for Oregon’s active duty service members to obtain a controlled deer or
elk hunt tag if they are in Oregon during the season so they can hunt with their family and
friends. Beginning in 2013, through the use of a temporary rule the program was expanded to
include spring bear hunts; the Department is proposing to make the inclusion of spring bear
hunts part of the permanent rule. Basic components of the program include:

o Wildlife District office is authorized to issue, for hunts at least partially within their
Wildlife District, up to 20 controlled hunt tags for deer, 20 for elk, and 20 for spring bear
to Oregon residents who are active members of the Armed Forces currently stationed
outside of Oregon, but in Oregon on Temporary Leave.

Tags will be issued first come first served until the authorized number has been issued.
e The Active Member of the Armed Forces must provide:
o An active duty military ID.
o A copy of current leave papers to document they are currently stationed outside of
Oregon.
o A valid Oregon resident hunting license.
o Tags can be issued for:
o Deer or elk hunts with a bag limit of “antlerless”, or “spike only”, or “antlerless or
spike”, that have a mimimum of 20 tags.
o Deer or elk hunts with a bag limit that allows buck deer or bull elk with two or
more points on one antler that have a minimum of 60 tags.
o Spring bear hunts with a minimum of 20 tags.
e Tagsissued for each hunt will not exceed 10% of the tags authorized by the Commission.
e Tags can be sold for most hunts except for “premier” hunts, such as hunts with bucks or
bulls in the bag limit and require quite a few points to draw, such as;
o Mt Emily, Walla Walla, or Wenaha “one bull” tags
o Late season mule deer hunts
o Juniper Muzzleloader



Allow Crossbows for Big Game Hunting under Certain Situations

¢ Crossbows for Hunters with Disabilities: In response to continued requests from
disabled hunters, the Department is revisiting the concept of allowing crossbows during
bow seasons for some hunters with disabilities. After discussions with the USFWS ADA
specialist the Department is considering implementation of a pilot program allowing
hunters who, in addition to an Oregon Disabilities Hunting and Fishing permit, would
need to obtain an archery special use permit application signed by a physician stating that
the person's disability is permanent, and the person has a loss of use of one or both upper
extremities and has a significant limitation which substantially impairs the ability to
safely hold, grasp, or shoot a bow.

The program would require additional information from a physician including a
statement as to why the hunter is unable to use “adaptive archery equipment” such as
draw locks, mechanisms released by mouth, chin, etc., and devices that support the bow.
Recently, the Department has issued approximately 20 permits per year for individuals to
use a draw lock to hold a bow at full draw.

s Crossbows during rifle seasons: The question has also been asked — why not allow
crossbows during rifle seasons as a lesser weapon? '

Oregon Bow Hunters (OBH) Proposal: Following is a proposal the Department has received
from OBH. --- To replace general season archery bow hunting opportunity which has been
reduced to only hunters possessing controlled elk tags, OBH proposes establishment of an
alternate archery hunt. The hunt would include the Wenaha, Walla Walla, Mt. Emily, Sled
Springs, and Chesnimnus units. The OBH proposal is a 30 day hunt from mid-November
through mid-December, with a bag limit of one mule deer buck or one whitetail-tailed deer, and
a minimum of 250 tags.

While a decision has not been made regarding the proposal, the Department is soliciting
comments on the proposal or other alternatives for replacing the reduced general archery season
opportunity.

Muzzleloader Bullets: The Department will be revising the regulations regarding muzzleloader
bullets to allow the use of non-toxic round balls with a density similar to lead, such as those
marketed by 1TX.

Bear and cougar hunting during controlled seasons: The Department now allows bear
hunting in the Applegate Unit during elk season without an elk tag and bear and cougar hunting
during other controlled hunts after filling a deer or elk tag. Relaxing the restriction further is
under consideration, for example, is the closure of bear and cougar during “standard” 9 day cow
seasons necessary? '

Revise Proof of Sex Regulations: The Department is considering allowing reproductive organs
naturally attached to one quarter or major portion of meat as legal proof of sex for sheep, goats,
and pronghorn as it is for deer and elk. This would be consistent with deer and elk giving the
hunters options for providing proof of sex. Pronghorn and bighorn sheep suitable for mounting
require caping of the head fairly quickly after harvest to avoid slipping in the hot weather that is
common during early seasons.



Black-tailed Deer Management Plan Update

Planning Process — The Oregon Black-tailed Deer Management Plan was adopted by the
Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission in November 2008. In 2011, using the Mule Deer
Initiative process as a guideline, four western Oregon wildlife management units (Chetco,
Indigo, Tioga and Trask) were selected as emphasis units to identify limiting factors and find
solutions designed to increase black-tailed deer (BTD) populations. For each of these units
working groups made up of representatives of sporting groups, public and private land managers,
local government agencies, Native American Tribes, conservation groups and hunters met to
develop action plans to address unit specific problems.

The four action plan groups representing the Trask, Indigo, Tioga and Chetco Wildlife
Management Units finished making recommendations for their specific Units. Those
recommendations combined into an Implementation Document 1s in Wildlife Division
undergoing final review. The major emphasis to come out of this process is the need to develop
a better population inventory technique and improve the biological information available for
management of BTD. '

Fecal Sampling — In the spring of 2012, the Department started a pilot project to come up with a
better way to develop a population estimation technique for BTD by identifying individual deer

~ by the collection of fecal material in the Trask, Alsea, Indigo and Dixon WMU’s where 163
samples were collected. Learning from the pilot project, starting in February 2013, the
Department ramped up efforts in the same four units. As an example, with 7 of the 8 sample
areas completed for the Trask and Alsea WMU’s, 1634 fecal samples have been collected.

Deer Capture — In order to gain better biological information on BTD in association with the
fecal collection effort, the Department has been placing radio telemetry collars on deer in the
Trask, Alsea, Indigo and Dixon WMU’s. Approximately 60 BTD have been radio collared
throughout the four WMU?s to learn about their movements, home range size, habitat use,
survival rates and mortality factors.

Authority to Take or Harass Wildlife (proposed for adoption June 2013): Clarification is
needed to define the authority of law enforcement officers to take or harass wildlife while
carrying out law enforcement activities. Prompt action is often required because wildlife
management situations (often related to threats to property or human safety, or the proper
management of wildlife populations) can arise with little advance warning. Putting these
definitions in place will ensure that the Department and sworn law enforcement officers can
move swiftly to respond to wildlife management situations as they arise.

635-043-0051 - Authority to Take or Harass Wildlife

(1) Tn accordance with ORS 496.012, 496.162, 497.298, 498.002, and 498.006, Department
staff or their agents, and sworn law enforcement officers, may take or harass wildlife in the
times, places and manners necessary for:

(a) Scientific purposes pursuant to Department programs;

(b) Protection against a threat to human safety;

(¢) Protection of land or property from damage;

(d) Wildlife management purposes pursuant to Department programs;

(e) Education and display purposes; [and]

(f) Rehabilitation of sick, injured or orphaned wildlife; and




(_g) Law enforcement activities.
Allow an Authorized Designee to Complete LOP Distribution Forms (proposed for
adoption June 2013): During meeting with landowners and hunters to discuss the LOP system,
landowners and their representatives pointed out a variety of circumstances that result in
someone other than the landowner completing tag distribution forms (large corporation, absentee
landowners, etc.). Under previous OARs it was necessary to return distribution forms to the
landowner simply for a signature. To address the issue and allow the person most familiar with
the Tag Distribution Form to sign it, the Department adopted a temporary rule which will expire
in September.

Mandatory Reporting of Hunter Harvest and Effort

The mandatory hunter reporting system has been operational for five full years. Overall, for the
first full vear of reporting {2008-09 seasons) hunters reported on 15% of the tags issued (Table
2). The reporting rate doubled to 37% for 2009-10 seasons. However, by the end of March 2011
there was no apparent increase in reporting by hunters for the 2010 seasons. The Department
subsequently mailed a reminder postcard to 147,000 hunters with outstanding reportable tags and
an additional 54,000 reports were received which increased the reporting rate to 58%. Reporting
rates for the 2011-2012 seasons dropped to 50% without a postcard maﬂmg Hunter compliance
continued to be too low to provide reliable information.

After two mailings forthe  Table 2. Mandatory harvest reporting rates, 2007 — 2012.

2012-2013 seasons % of Tags Reported
(101,862 for the January Hunt Type 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
31 deadline, 3,430 for the Controlled Antlerless Deer 5% 22% 49% 69% 64% 91%
April 15 deadline), an Controlled Buck Deer 4% 21% 4% 69% 61% 91%
overall reporting rate of General Bow Deer 3%  14% 33% 53% 47%  82%
82% was achieved. General Rifle Deer 1% 10% 25% 45% 37% 79%
Although not ideal, data Total Deer 3% 15% 35% 55% 48% 84%
for most hunts can be used = e 4% 20% 46% 69% 62% 91%
iin ﬂllel ﬁa;fgak‘;meniocess General Bow Elk 3% 15% 35% S57% 49% 83%
eelsion maxmg p " General Cascades Elk 2% 12% 29% 50% 42% 81%
While it varies from hunt
General Coast Elk 2%  12% 29% 50% 42% 81%
to hunt, overall there " General Rocky Min. Elk 4% 16% 35% 59% 50% 87%
continues to be a slight eneral Rocky Min. o S
positive bias to the data. Total Elk _ 3% 16% 37% 60% 52%  86%
The bias likely occurs Controlled Spring Bear 6% 8% 61% 79% T79% 92%
because even with SW Limited Spring Bear _ 47%  69% 66% 86%
reporting rates of over (General Fall Bear 4% . 16% 35% 553% 49% T77%
80% hunters Who dld not Total Bear 4% 15% 37% 58% 52% 78%
hunt or were unsuccessful Cougar 5% 17% 36% 56% 49% 73%
are those most likely to fail Pronghorn 9% 30% 61% 82% 76% 93%
to report. - General Spring Turkey 5% 3% 42% 61% 54% 79%
Controlled Fall Turkey 15% 40% 67% 84% 84% 93%
Hunters can report either General Fall Turkey 5% 20% 37% 53% 52% T70%
by telephone or through Total Turkey 5% 5% 42% 61% 54% 79%
tvhvzgjﬁgr;‘ﬁin:hse web site. All Tags 3% 15% 37% 58% 50% 82%

contractor, reporting by telephone was made more user-friendly by changing from an automated



phone system to using live operators in a call center during 2012. Although the Department
receives far fewer complaints since switching to the call center, feedback from hunters indicates
it continues to be easier to successfully complete surveys on the internet. Hunters can report
through the Hunter Resource section of the web site,
http://www.dfw.state.or.us/resources/hunting/reporting/index.asp, or call 1-866-947-ODFW
(6339) to report through the telephone call center.

Hunters who purchased bighorn sheep and Rocky Mountain goat tags do not have to report as
these hunters are required to check out of the hunt area. Although bear and cougar are required
to be checked in, it is important that all hunters report so the number of hunters who did not hunt,
success rates for each WMU, and other information can be determined.

As an incentive for hunters to report on time, hunters that report by a specific date are entered
into a drawing for special tags similar to Auction and Raffle tags (long season, statewide, etc.).
The drawing will occur by June 2013 for three special tags. Hunters drawn have their choice of
a deer, elk, or pronghorn tag. Reporting deadlines to be eligible for the special tag drawing were:
o January 31, 2013 for hunts that ended on or before December 31, 2012
e April 15, 2013 for hunts that ended from January 1- March 31, 2013

Hunters who did not report by the specified deadlines for deer and elk tags offered in the 2012
Big Game Regulations will not be able to purchase a 2014 hunting license without paying a
$25.00 reinstatement fee. The fee will be assessed beginning December 2013 with purchase of a
2014 license.

2012-2013 Emergency Hunt Summary

The Department relies heavily on district-approved emergency hunts to solve severe animal
damage situations. District emergency hunts are implemented on the recommendation of the
local biologist with authorization from the Regional Manager or Watershed Manager. This
process allows the local biologist to respond to severe damage situations quickly and effectively.
Districts are allocated 250 emergency hunt tags per county. Once the allotment of tags is
exhausted, biologists must request a Director-Approved Emergency Hunt.

During 2012-2013, 13 district emergency hunts were authorized, 10 for elk, 1 for pronghorn and
2 for turkey (Table 3). As aresult, 145 hunters harvested 86 elk, 1 pronghorn and 3 turkeys.
Compared with 2011-2012, the number of emergency hunts increased from 10 tol13,
participating hunters increased from 32 to 145, elk harvest increased from 5 to 86, pronghorn
harvest increased from 0 to 1, and turkey harvest decreased from 4 to 3.
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Landowner Preference Program

Since its inception in 1981, the Landowner Preference (LOP) program has been liberalized to
allow property owners more flexibility. Tag exchanges continue to work well for addressing
some hard-to-solve deer and elk damage situations by providing landowners more options to

utilize harvest as a damage management tool.

The 2003 Oregon Legislative Assembly adopted a bill that directed the Commission to
implement a LOP pilot project for antlerless elk in southwest Oregon. The SW Oregon Pilot
Project was authorized to occur on private lands in Jackson, Josephine, Coos, Curry, and
Douglas counties between July 1, 2004 and June 30, 2008. The 2007 Legislature extended the
Pilot Project through June 30, 2014, The project is intended to demonstrate the Department’s
commitment to solving damage by: '

¢ allowing the landowner to personally select damage hunt participants;

» increasing public access to elk through LOP tags and redistribution of animals;

e Dbeing less time consuming for landowners to participate. '

The rules provide LOP tags to landowners where elk are currently causing damage, where there
has been a history of damage coupled with actions to alleviate elk damage, or where elk are
located in an “elk de-emphasis zone”, At the June Commission Meeting an update on House Bill
2027 which would expand the SW Oregon Pilot Program to statewide will be provided.

Following is a summary of LOP tag exchanges and LOP damage tags issued during 20122013
(Table 4). The summary and table are comprised of three parts, the “standard” LOP program for
the entire state, the Southwest Oregon Pilot Project which is for elk only, and combined totals.

Under the statewide LOP program, not including SW Oregon:
o 2227 LOP damage tags were issued; 224 for deer, 2,003 for elk.
- 373 LOP tags were exchanged “1 for 17 (53 for deer, 320 for elk)
- 888 LOP tags were exchanged “1 for 2” (=166 deer tags, 1,610 elk tags)
- 78 controlled hunt tags were exchanged “1 for 17 (5 for deer, 73 for elk)

In the SW Oregon Pilot Project in categories not authorized for the statewide LOP
program: ‘
e 399 additional LOP damage elk tags were issued in the SW Oregon Pilot Program
- 138 new tags
42 LOP 1:1 tags
143 unused general season tags
56 unused controlled hunt tags

1

1

Statewide Totals:
e 2,626 tags were issued for damage, a 7 percent increase from 2011-2012.
¢ A total of 1,320 animals were harvested
- 120 deer, a 36 percent decrease from 2011-2012.
- 1,200 elk, a 9 percent increase from 2011-2012.
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Table 4. Summary of Landowner Preference (I.OP) and Controlled Hunt tags exchanged for antlerless deer
and elk tags to address deer and elk damage, 2012-2013.

Region Species # Unused # Unused Total Controlled Total
£ P LOP1:1  LOP1:2 LOPTags  Tagsl:l  Harvest
Northwest Region :
North Coast Deer 0 0 0 0 0
North Coast Elk 47 187 421 14 245
North Willamette Deer 1 8 17 8
North Willamette Elk 1 58 117 50
South Willamette Deer 7 14 5
South Willamette Elk 8 39 26 1 38
Southwest Region '
Umpqua Deer 6 7 20 4
Rogue Deer 0 0 0 0 0
High Desert Region
Deschutes : Deer 7 20 47 1 15
Deschutes Elk 67 133 333 12 97
Klamath Deer 2 2 1 1
Klamath Elk 1 2 7 5
Malheur Deer 14 7 28 2 7
Matheur Elk - 13 25 65 15 27
Northeast Region
John Day Deer 19 32 83 0 75
John Day Elk 102 184 470 17 251
Grande Ronde Deer 4 2 8 1 5
Grande Ronde Elk 80 178 436 7 268
Totals {Not incl. SW Pilot program)
Deer 53 83 219 5 120
Elk 320 805 1,930 73 981
Total Deer + Elk (Not Iucl. SW Pilot) 173 388 2149 78 1.101
SW Region ONLY: Pilot Program
Do : New Tags Unused Unused Unused Total
Watershed District Species Issued LOP 1:i General Controlled  Harvest
Umpqua Elk 63 16 62 41 125
Rogue Elk 95 26 81 15 94
SW Pilot Program Totals 158 42 143 56 219
Grand Total Deer Tags Issued: 224 Total Harvest: 120
Grand Total Elk Tags Issued: 2,402 Total Harvest: 1,200

12



Guide and Outfitters Tag Sales

The Guide and Outfitter (G&O) Tag Allocation program was initiated by statute in 1997. The
program allocates 50 percent of the previous year’s total non-resident tags drawn for controlled
deer and elk to Guides and Outfitters who may sell deer tags for $497.25 and elk tags for
$733.75, a higher fee than the normal non-resident price. The initial tag purchase deadline is
March 31 and remaining tags are sold on a first-come, first-served basis from April 1- April 15.
Up to five tags per G&O may be purchased without naming clients, and tag fecs are
nonrefundable. Qutfitter tags not sold by April 15 of cach year are returned to the normal
controlled hunt drawing in June.

In 2013, 35%
of available
deer tags were
drawn and
33% of those
drawn were
sold (Table 5).
Thirty-nine
percent of
available elk
tags were
drawn and
44% of those
drawn were
sold. Nineteen
deer tags and
21 elk tags
were
purchased as
leftovers,
without named
clients.

Table 5. Trend in tag availability and sales for guaranteed Guide and Outfitter

Tags, 1998-2012,

Deer Elk ‘

Leftovers Leftovers
Year Available Drawn Sold Sold  Available Drawn Sold Sold
1998 867 75 994 114
1999 1,094 114 1,027 123
2000 1,119 146 943 141
2001 1,340 162 1,097 168
2002 1,423 196 1,102 155
2003 1,196 165 889 163
2004 1,409 128 1,049 124
2005 1,193 139 868 122
20062 1,070 402 137 13 923 330 132 25
20072 1,187 450 123 16 966 372 155 42
2008* 1,272 321 123 36 919 313 129 19
2009 1,174 360 102 23 932 286 130 43
20102 G40 357 61 19 909 306 93 28
2011*% 832 383 &0 9 746 327 98 32
2012° 816 298 81 3 721 290 130 27
2013 817 288 96 19 758 298 130 21

* Guides and Outfitters allowed to purchase tags without clients,

First-Come, First-Served Tag Sales Update

Controlled tags leftover after the drawing are sold on a first-come, first-served basis. Tags sold
in this manner are in addition to tags drawn normally. Last year (2012), seven youth deer tags in
one hunt and 1,044 elk tags in 11 hunts were sold in this manner; most tags sold in a matter of
minutes. For 2013 Spring Bear hunts, 116 tags in six hunts were sold in the first-come, first-

served process.
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Disability Hunting Permits

The new criteria for Disabilities Permits adopted by the 1999 Legislative Assembly were
implemented in 2000. Enrollment in the Disabilities Permit program subsequently increased from
about 600 in 1999 to peak at approximately 20,000 in 2006-07. The number of individuals
qualifying for this permit
declined during the Table 6. Tag sales, harvest, and percent antlerless harvest for deer
transition to the “Oregon  and elk hunters (with a bull or a buck only bag limit) with a
Disabilities Hunting and . Permanent Disabilities Permit, 2000-2012.

Fishing Permit” which Deer ‘ Elk
© Tequires participants to #With  # Tags %  # Tags %
renew permits every two Year Permits -~ Sold Harvest Doe Sold Harvest Cow
years. - 2000 2395 2201 849 47 1.812 405 88
_ 2001 4,683 3,583 1,404 47 2920 611 84
Tag holders with 2002 7,656 4,843 - 1,735 49 3,965 = 732 85
Disabilities Permitsare | 503 10,808 6215 2,328 49 5054 955 84

surveyed scparately from | 5004 14482 7.016 2531 39 5825 1,004 78
the main telephone harvest | 5505 18250 6455 1939 19 4705 659 67
survey to estimate harvest | on06 19613 6,140 1,520 18 4438 662 67
(Table 6). Between2000 | 5007 14104 6016 1,605 16 4253 549 70

and 2004 antlerless 2008 6873 5951 1510 16 4310 610 73
harvest increased along 2009 7,105 6253 1,564 19 4519 641 73
with the number of 2010 6744 6,097 1271 23 2756 413 71
hunters with Disabilities | 5911 7123 6,064 1,604 20 2651 451 69
Permits. Following 2012 7,005 6150 1,425 23 2,551 438 67

changes to bag limits for 2013*  5.135
hunters with Disabilities -
Permits in 2005, number _
of tags sold, harvest, and percentage of antlerless animals in the harvest declined for deer and elk.

" as of April 24, 2013. Number will increase as permit holders re-register.

VWildlife Health :

Wildlife health is playing an ever-increasing role in Department programs and continues to be a
part of increasing our knowledge to better manage Oregon’s wildlife resources. Disease is a
natural part of wildlife ecology but it can also be introduced from human, livestock, imported
wildlife or exotic animal sources. Disease can also impact wildlife populations and game

- management strategies, particularly when population numbers are reduced or animal health is
compromised. When disease has caused population declines, the Department has responded with
management changes to insure long-term population health and persistence.

The Department’s wildlife veterinarians have taken the lead in developing and implementing
protocols for monitoring the health of Oregon’s wildlife and surveillance for diseases including
Deer Hair Loss Syndrome and Adenovirus Hemorrhagic Disease in deer, bacterial pneumonia in
bighorn sheep, and Chronic Wasting Disease. The Department’s monitoring and surveillance
efforts continue to be vigilant and effective for tracking, detecting and responding to the
presence of any disease in Oregon’s wildlife.
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Adenoviral Hemorrhagic Disease

Adenoviral hemorrhagic disease (AHD) appeared in Oregon deer in the late 1990°s after being
documented in California deer in 1993, The virus is spread between deer by direct contact and
can cause leaky blood vessels leading to fluid in the lungs and bloody diarrhea. Animals with
severe disease often perish. AHD occurs throughout the state and has been documented in all
species of Oregon’s deer. Die-offs appear to be limited to several groups of deer in western and
central Oregon and tend to occur in areas where deer congregate during winter and in town
situations where they have been artificially fed. Impacts to deer populations is unknown but is
considered low (<1,000 deer /year) due to the unpredictable and inconsistent evidence of large
groups of deer being sick or dying.

Bacterial Pneumonia in Bighorn sheep

Bacterial pneumonia occasionally occurs in bighorn sheep populations in Oregon. In the fall of
2012, the Lookout Mountain herd showed signs of respiratory disease that was diagnosed as a
passing infection from a bovine respiratory virus. However, few animals died from the outbreak
and the herd appears to have recovered quickly. The surrounding states of Nevada and
Washington have recently had whole herd die-offs from pneumonia, potentially associated with
contact with domestic sheep herds which can carry pathogenic bacteria for wild sheep. This has
not recently occurred in Oregon sheep herds and we are presently experiencing healthy bighorn
sheep populations.

Hair Loss Syndrome in Deer

Deer Hair Loss Syndrome (DHLS) is a condition affecting both black-tailed and Columbian
white-tailed deer. The syndrome is caused by heavy infestations of an exotic louse species
endemic to deer species from Asia. The condition increases in winter and causes the deer to
excessively groom from skin irritation leading to hair loss, and subsequent weight loss, diarrhea
and lethargy. Death of weakened animals can result from exposure and associated pneumonia.
Trends in DHLS for western Oregon deer are variable but overall seem to be stable or down in
much of western Oregon.

Recently, field staff have identified and confirmed that another exotic louse species is causing
symptoms in eastern Oregon mule deer. Mule deer with DHLS have been observed in many
areas of eastern Oregon south of I-84. Observations of deer with DHLS increased in Jackson
County and the Keno WMU. Biologists have taken collected lice from several deer to determine
the louse specics and extent of the infestation distribution.

CWD in Wild Deer and Elk

Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) is a disease affecting North American deer, elk, and moose
and causes disease of the nervous system known as a transmissible spongiform encephalopathy
(TSE). CWD is of considerable interest throughout the United States due to the impacts to deer
and elk populations and fiscal resources tied to monitoring, surveillance, and eradication efforts.
CWD has not been detected in any of the 16,000 Oregon wild deer and elk sampled since testing
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began in 1996. Surveillance is conducted annually in both captive and wild deer and elk. Testing
~ is conducted primarily from hunter harvested deer and elk. Information gathered from field
contacts indicate hunters continue to be concerned about the disease and are cooperative when
asked to provide samples for testing.

There is currently a parts and carcass import ban in the states or provinces with a documented
case of Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) including Alberta, Colorado, Illinois, Maryland,
Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, New Mexico, New York, North
Dakota, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, South Dakota, Wisconsin, Wyoming, Utah, Virginia, Texas,
West Virginia, and Saskatchewan. The Department will add by temporary rule any additional
states or provinces when any new cases of CWD are documented.

HUNTING SEASONS and SPECIES SPECIFIC INFORMATION

~ Proposed Controlled Hunt Tag Numbers: Total proposed controlled tags for the 2013-2014
seasons arc changing very little (<+1%, Table 7). Total proposed controlled deer tags are down
less than 1%, controlled elk tags are proposed to increase 1%. Proposed pronghorn tags are
down 4%. Proposed bighorn tags are down one tag (-1%) whereas Rocky Mountain goat tags

* are up three tags to 14 (+27%). Minor changes are proposed for two 2014 controlled spring bear
hunts and no changes are proposed for the limited Southwest Oregon first-come, first-served bear
season. See controlled hunt tag tables for details.

Proposed General Season Bag Limits and Dates

The Department is proposing no changes to bag limits for the 2014 general big game scasons.
The 2014 general bear season is proposed to remain standardized and open August 1, 2014 and
close November 30, 2014 in eastern Oregon or December 31, 2014 in western Oregon. The
general cougar season is proposed to open January 1, 2014 and close on December 31, 2014,

Annually most big game season dates follow a cycle in which they progress one day earlier each
year then “jump” a week later, starting the cycle over again. A key date is the opening of buck
deer rifle scason which is the Saturday nearest October 1. Synchronized with other hunts, this
year (2013) is the carliest year of the cycle. For 2014, most hunts are proposed to be adjusted
back to the late end of the cycle which means most hunts will shift six days later. For example,
archery season, which opens on August 24 in 2013, is proposed to open on August 30 in 2014.

Proposed 2014 Application and Tag Sale Deadlines

Controlled hunt application deadlines are set to occur the same date each year (Table 9). Tag
sale deadlines (Table 10) are set at 11:59 pm the day before each respective season opens, except
general bear and general cougar tags which have the same tag sale deadline as for buck deer. For
bighorn sheep and Rocky Mountain goats, the tag sale deadline is the last day of the hunt,
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Table 7. Summary of corrected controlled hunt tag numbers, 2010 - 2013.

Proposed *Percent
Species/Hunt Type 2010 tags 2011 tags 2012 tags 2013 tags Change
TOTAL DEER 73,817 72,054 71,441 71,304 <-1%
Buck 58,550 57,880 57,795 57,602 <-1%
Bow/Muzzleloader 3,454 3,446 3,496 3,558 2%
Antlerless (600 Series) 10,372 9,453 8,917 8,870 <-1%
Youth 1,441 1,275 1,233 1,274 +3%
TOTAL ELK 53,285 56,946 57,086 57,963 +1%
Bull/Either Sex 37,251 36,786 36,792 36,890 0%
Bow/Muzzicloader 4,216 7,540 7,527 8,104 +8%
Rifle Antlerless 10,783 11,543 11,715 11,851 +1%
Youth 1,035 1,077 1,052 1,118 +6%
BIGHORN 89 93 97 96 -1%
MT. GOAT 10 11 11 14 +27%
TOTAL PRONGHORN 2,696 2,642 2,679 2,577 -4%
Rifle Buck/Either Sex 1,554 1,521 1,538 1,510 -2%
Bow/Muzzleloader 920 904 923 843 -5%
Doe 187 187 187 187 0%
Youth 35 30 32 37 +16%
Proposed *Percent

Spring Bear 2011 Tags 2012 Tags 2013 Tags 2014 Tags Change
TOTAL SPRING BEAR 8,376 8,403 8,795 8.853 <+1%
Controlled Spring Bear 4,178 4,205 4,197 4256 +2%
Youth Spring Bear 198 198 198 197 0%
SW Limited 4,000 4,000 4,400 4,400 0%

2012 Incl.  Proposed

2010 Incl. 2011 Incl. 13 Spr 2013 Incl. *Percent
11 Spr. Br. 12 Spr Bear Bear 14 Spr Bear Change
Grand total tags 138,273 140,149 140,109 140,807 <+1%

*Percent change calculated for the difference between 2012 and 2013 tags for all species
except bear which is calculated for the difference between 2013 and 2014.
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Table 8. Proposed general season dates and bag limits for 2014.

Species/Season Bag Limit Proposed 2014 Dates
DEER
Coast Buck Buck, 2 point+ Oct 4 —Nov 7
Cascade Buck Buck, 2 point+ Oct4-0ct 17 & Oct 25 - Nov 7
BEAR (Cubs, sows with cubs protected)
Western Oregon 1 Bear Aug 1 —Dec 31
SW Additional Bear (Units 20 — 30) 1 Bear Aug 1 —Dec 31
Eastern Oregon 1 Bear Aug 1 —Nov 30
COUGAR (Spotted kittens, females with spotted kittens protected)
Statewide Tag 1 Cougar Jan 1 —Dec 31
Additional Statewide Tag 1 Cougar Jan 1 —Dec 31
ELK (Note: Antler restrictions apply in certain units)
Coast First Any Bull* Nov 15 —Nov 18
Coast Second Any Bull or Spike Only* Nov 22 —Nov 28
Cascade Any Bull? Oct 18 — Oct 24
Rocky Mt. First Any Bull® ' Oct 29 —Nov 2
Rocky Mt. Second Any Bull or Spike Onty® Nov 8 —Nov 16
Columbia Basin - E Biggs One Elk _ Oct 29 — Dec 5
ARCHERY (Note: Antler restrictions apply in certain units)
- Western Deer  Buck 2 point+ or One Deer Aug 30— Sept 28
(varies by Unit)®
Saddle Mt. Deer Late Season One Deer Nov 29 — Dec 14
NW Deer Late Season One Deer Nov 22 —Dec 14
SW Deer Late Season  Buck 2 point;l- or One Deer Nov 15 —Dec 7
(varies by Unit)®
Eastern Deer  Buck with visible antler " Aug 30 — Sept 28
Elk Legal Bull, (varies by unit)® Aug 30— Sept 28
WESTERN GRAY SQUIRREL _
West & S Central Oregon | 5/day - 15 in possession Aug 30 - Nov 12
Hood & White R. Units - 3/day - 6 in possession Sep 13— Oct 19

* Bag limit for archery hunters and hunters with disabilities permits may be changed to include antlerless
elk. See page 4.

b Bag limit for archery hunters and hunters with disabilities permits may be changed to include antlerless
deer. See page 4.
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Table 9. Controlled hunt application and tag sale deadlines proposed for 2014.

Controlled Hunt Drawing Application Deadline ‘Tag Claim Deadline
~ Spring Bear Draw February 10 Day Before Hunt Opens
Big Game Draw * May 15 : Day Before Hunt Opens

? Excludes Spring Bear.

Table 10. General season tag sale deadlines in place for 2013 and proposed for 2014,

Species or Season 2013 Deadline 2014 Deadline
Bear Sep 27 ‘ Oct 3

SW Additional Bear | See Footnote* See Footnote*
Cougar | Sep 27 Oct 3
Additional Cougar | See Footnote* See Footnote*
Deer & Elk Bow Aug 23 Aug 29
Western Deér Rifle Sep 27 Oct 3
Cascade Elk Oct 11 Oct 17
General Coast 1% Season Nov 8 Nov 14
General Coast 2" Season Nov 15 Nov 21
Rocky Mt. 1st Elk ‘ Oct23 Oct 28
Rocky Mt. 2nd Elk Nov 2 Nov 7

* Hunters must purchase general season tag for that species to be eligible for the additional tag.

Bear Season Summaries and Recommendations

Overview

Bear populations remained stable throughout Oregon with some local population increases. The
total number of complaints recorded for black bear decreased 30% from 463 in 2011 to 324 in
2012. The majority (69%) of complaints during 2012 were related to damage by bears. Of the
total number of complaints, garbage-related complaints accounted for ~24% and timber damage
accounted for ~10%. The number of bears killed as a result of damage decreased 22% to 282 in
2012 compared to 2011. Most conflict-related mortality (95%) continues to occur in western
Oregon where human and bear populations are highest resulting in property damage, human
safety concerns, and nuisance problems.

2012 Spring Bear Harvest

A total of 7,904 spring bear tags were sold during 2012 (up 4% from 2011). Of these, 3,906
were for controlled spring hunts and 3,998 were sold first-come, first-served for the Limited SW
Oregon hunt. Mandatory harvest surveys indicate 270 bears were taken during the spring
controlled hunt and 194 bears were taken during the Limited SW Oregon hunt for a total of 464
spring bear taken by 4,660 hunters during 2012. The average success rate for the Controlled

19



Spring Bear hunters was about 10% and for the SW Oregon Limited hunt was about 8%. Most of
the bears harvested (73%) were males.

2012 General Bear Seasons

The number of general season black bear tags issued increased slightly from 49,379 in 2011 to
50,695 in 2012. Mandatory harvest surveys suggested 42% of tag holders hunted and took 1,155
bears. Most of the general season bear harvest was from western Oregon and 66% were males.
Continued monitoring of harvested bear ages suggests bear populations are not being over—
harvested. Age data from bears harvested during 2012 is currently incomplete because not all
teeth have been processed by the contracted laboratory. Consequently, median ages cannot be
estimated at this time. In addition to assessing level of harvest based on median ages, the
Department has included percent of males greater than or equal to 5 years old in the harvest and
percent of females in the harvest to help ascertain harvest levels (light, moderate, high).
Following these criteria, between 1989 and 2011, the harvest of black bears has not exceeded a
moderate level during any year.

Table 11. Recent trend in bear tooth reporting compliance in Oregon, 19932011,

: Spring Fall Total
Year Harv. Teeth % Harv. Teeth = % Harv. Teeth %

1993 167 78 47 1179 418 35 1,346 496 3743
1994 200 83 42 1,250 338 27 1,456 . 421 2042

1995 62 20 32 624 165 26 686 185 2743
1996 127 58 46 880 199 23 1,007 257 2643
1997 163 56 34 649 124 19 812 180 2244

1998 217 85 39 834 208 25 1,051 293 2843
1999 181 57 31 856 353 41 1,037 410 4043
2000 246 103 42 977 311 32 1,223 414 3442
2001 263 123 47 621 239 38 884 362 4142
2002 244 105 43 904 293 32 1,148 398 3543
2003 300 109 36 829 207 25 1,129 316 28+3
2004 * 104 : -t 239 * 343 ?
2005 371 127 34 716 185 26 1,087 312 2943
2006 307 112 36 989 237 24 1,296 349 2712
2007 477 138 29 748 246 33 1,225 384 3143
2008 363 357 98 911 326 91 1,274° 1,183 93
2009 461 386 84 698 841 120 1,159" 1,227 106
2010 448 458 102 1,235 1,154 93 1,683" 1,612 %6
2011 488 441 90 631 888 95 1,419° 1,329 94
2012 464° 426 92 1,155 886 78 1,619° 1,312 81

* No harvest survey was conducted for bear seasons during 2004.

® Harvest estimate from random telephone survey.
¢ Harvest estimate from mandatory survey.
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Because of previous low black bear tooth return rates (Table 11) the Department implemented a
mandatory check-in of bear skulls in 2008 as directed by the Bear Plan. Specifically, successful
hunters are required to bring the unfrozen skull of any bear they harvest to a Department office
or a designated check-in site within 10 days of harvesting their bear. Biologists or trained
volunteers collect a premolar tooth for aging. This information is important for monitoring
population structure, and when combined with statewide tetracycline marking, for estimating
black bear populations. A total of 1,312 teeth were submitted by bear hunters in 2012 (Table
11). Tooth return rates are high again for 2012. Age data for all sampled bears should be
available by mid-winter 2013-2014.

2014 General Bear Season Recommendations

The Department recommends no changes to season dates. Proposed general season dates are
August 1-November 30, 2014 in eastern Oregon, and August 1-December 31, 2014 in western -
Oregon. The Department recommends maintaining the second general bear opportunity with the
SW Additional Bear tag valid in 10 SW Oregon Wildlife Management Units. The additional tag
may be purchased throughout the season; however, hunters must purchase the general season tag
prior to the deadline to be eligible to purchase an additional tag. For 2014, the proposed tag sales
deadline is October 3, 2014. The Department will continue mailing letters to all 2014 bear tag
holders in an effort to inform hunters of changes to bear hunting regulations and remind them of
the requirement to check in bears.

2014 Spring Bear Scason/Tag Recommendations

In October 2013, the Department will be proposing 4,453 controlled tags in 19 hunts and 4,400
tags in the SW Oregon Limited hunt for 2014 (Table 12). The 4,400 proposed SW Oregon tags
will be sold first-come, first-served beginning the same time 2014 hunting licenses become
available (December 1, 2013), and will be available until March 31, 2014 or until the authorized
number of tags are sold. Consistent with current practices for general deer and elk seasons,
hunters who purchase these tags before the application deadline for controlled spring bear hunts
cannot apply for spring bear preference points or tags for the 2014 season.

Black Bear Tetracycline Marking Study

Beginning in 2005, the Department began using tetracycline to mark bear teeth statewide. Using
the ratio of marked and unmarked teeth provided by hunters and collected through other forms of
mortality the bear population can eventually be estimated. As noted earlier, tooth return rates
have increased with the requirement for mandatory check-in (Table 11), improving sample
collection for estimating bear populations. The Department will continue to refine the estimation
process and work towards providing an estimate of black bear populations with these results.
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Cougar Season Summaries and Recommendations

Target Areas Table 13. Cougar target area objectives and
removals Dec 2009—Mar 2013 (~-3.5 years)
Currently, four Cougar Target Areas, as described in # Removed To
the 2006 Cougar Management Plan (Chapter VI, Annual Date
Adaptive Management Process), have been Target Area  Objective  (3/21/2013)
implemented to address declining ungulate Steens 20 53
populations. Beginning in December 2009, through ~ Ukiah 35 86
March 21, 2013, a total of 216 cougars have been Warner 14 27
administratively removed from the Steens Mtn., Wenaha 20 50
Ukiah, Warner, and Wenaha target areas (Table 13).  Total 89 216

Data current as of March 21, 2013.
Cougar-Bear Agents

The 2007 Oregon Legislative Assembly passed House Bill 2971 authorizing the Department to
develop rules necessary to appoint individuals as Department agents for cougar and/or black bear
control work and research projects. Subsequently, rules were developed and approved by the
Commission in February 2008. '

To qualify as an agent of the Department, interested individuals must pass a criminal background
check, provide a fingerprint record, provide a certified copy of their Motor Vehicles Driving
Record for the last five years, and complete a Black Bear and/or Cougar Agent Application,
Qualified applicants are interviewed by the respective district wildlife biologist to determine
suitability for appointment. Those selected will be required to meet with the district biologist
and successfully complete required training (Code of Conduct, Use of Firearms, Use of ATVs
and Snowmobiles, First Aid/CPR, etc.).

Before being asked to take a control action, the agent and the district wildlife biologist will
complete a Black Bear and/or Cougar Agent Appointment Agreement that establishes specific
work-related duties, equipment requirements etc., for that particular project. As of February 19,
2013, 21 agents are approved and have signed agreements. One agent may continue to be used
to capture cougars and black bears for research in northeast Oregon, and agents are being used in
the Ukiah, Warmner, and Wenaha target areas and to address specific conflicts with cougars.

The Department provided the 2013 Oregon Legislative Assembly with a legislative concept
which is now HB 2390, to remove the sunset from the statute authorizing the appointment of
cougar and bear agents. An update on the status of the legislation will be available by the June
Commission Meeting.

Population Monitdring
With increased management intensity for cougars in specified target areas, the Department has

also increased intensity of monitoring efforts. Known cougar mortality information is
consistently updated to insure no cougar management zone quotas are exceeded.
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Table 14. Trends in cougar complaints, damage, harvest, and other mortality in Oregon during 1992—
2013. Complaint and mortality data are current through 26 April 2013 and 10 April 2013, respectively,
based on check-in of cougars. Numbers may change as late data are added.

Number of Mortalities by Source

Number of Number of Hunter- Human  Administrative
Year Complaints® Tags Sold® Harvest Damage® Safety® Removals® Other'  Total
1992 184 517 187 17 3 0 22 1225
1993 276 560 160 21 6 0 21 208
1994 554 588 144 30 9 0 21 204
1995 742 385 34 41 22 0 12 109
1996 840 779 45 66 32 0 25 168
1997 798 935 61 82 20 0 18 181
1998 954 11,761 153 93 20 0 17 283
1599 1,072 14,564 157 91 39 0 25 312
20008 842 22,386 136 120 25 0 19 300
2001 829 28,447 220 97 25l 0 23 365
2002 765 32,126 232 111 23 0 37 403
2003 697 34,135 248 111 28 0 25 412
2004 545 34,071 265 65 28 0 35 423
2005 622 38,079 224 125 28 0 30 407
2006 451 38,719 289 106 26 0 32 453
2007 433 41,813 309 114 21 52 41 537
2008 518 43,211 273 109 23 34 54 492
2009 437 45,375 274 110 31 21 37 473
2010 469 48,776 239 99 25 79 39 481
2011 500 50,889 241 139 23 71 32 506
2012 398 53,698 252 128 46 56 45 527

"Number of complaints received during the calendar year. Sightings not associated with damage or

public safety concerns are not included.
®Includes general and additional tags (including Sports Pac licenses).

“Number of animals killed as a result of damage during a calendar year.
IAnimals killed as a result of real or perceived threat to humans or pets.

eAdminstrative removals on cougar target arcas (2007-present only).
ncludes roadkill, accidental, found dead, and illegal kill.
*Hunting season changed to calendar year.
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Population Overview

Population modeling suggests slightly less than a 2% increase in cougar numbers for 2012 to
5,948. The total number of damage complaints received decreased from 500 in 2011 to 398 in
2012, although data for 2012 are preliminary. Non-hunting mortalities increased 5%, from 261 to
2751in 2012 (as of 4/26/13). :

2012 Cougar Harvest

Cougar tag sales continued to increase, up almost 6% to 53,698 in 2012, but harvest remained
stable at 252 (Table 14). Some hunters continue to hunt specifically for cougar outside of the
deer and elk seasons when snow conditions allow animals to be tracked or by using a predator
call. When the Department began using cougar harvest quotas in 1995, only animals taken
during hunting seasons were counted toward quotas. Since adoption of the Cougar Management
Plan in 2006, all known mortalities count toward zone quotas. Cougar Zone A (Coast-North
Cascades) was closed (bold italic text) to hunting on December 29, 2011 based on the established
quota; this zone was reopened when the next season started on January 1, 2012 (Table 15).-
During 2012, no zones were closed, but in Zone A 119 cougars (quota =120} were harvested. At
the state level, from 2011 to 2012, mortalities related to damage management and hunter-harvest
were relatively stable. '

Table 15. Cougar mortalities and quotas in Oregon, 2011-2013.

2011 2012 - - 2013
Mortalities Mortalities Mortalities*

Non- Zone Non-  Zone Non-  Zone 2013
Hunt Zone Hunt Hunt Quota  Hunt Hunt Quota Hunt Hunt Quota Quota
A Coast/N Casc. 60 60 120 66 53 120 9 7 120 120
B SW Cascades 42 67 165 37 68 165 9 18 165 165
C SE Cascades 10 5 65 13 11 65 9 2 65 65
D Col. Basin 14 22 62 14 24 62 3 12 62 62
 E Blue Mtns. 93 76 245 101 63 2435 24 16 245 245
F SE Oregon 22 35 120 21 56 120 9 9 120 120
Statewide Totals 241 265 777 252 275 777 63 64 777 777

*As of 4 April 2012.

25



Bighorn Sheep Season Summaries and Recommendations

2012 Bighorn Harvest

Oregon bighorn hunters continued to enjoy high success rates. Nine of 10 Rocky Mountain
bighorn sheep controlled tag holders, both special (auction and raffle) tag holders, and one tribal
hunter were successful. Eighty-four California bighorn sheep were taken by 84 controlled tag
holders and three tribal hunters. Seven of the 97 controlled bighorn tags (7 %) were issued to
non-resident hunters. '

2013 Bighdrn Tag Recommendations

The Department is proposing 96 Bighorn Sheep tags (87 California, 9 Rocky Mountain) in 41
hunts (34 California, 7 Rocky Mountain) for 2013 (Table 16). This is a decrease of one tag from
97 in 2012. Seven tags (one Rocky Mountain, six California) are proposed for non-resident
hunters (7 percent).

In addition to Department proposals, as in recent years, it is anticipated that two bighorn sheep
tags will be issued to tribal hunters from the Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs (one in the
John Day River Canyon and one in the Deschutes River Canyon) and the Confederated Tribes of
the Umatilla Indian Reservation will issue three tags (one in the Burnt River area and two in the
Lookout Mountain hunt area).

2014 Bighorn Season Recommendations

The Department will propose deleting two Rocky Mountain bighorn hunts in 2014 (Chesnimnus
and Snake River #2). One California bighorn hunt (Murderers Creek) will be replaced with a
slightly smaller hunt (Aldrich #2) to account for shifts in populations. The Department will
propose most bighorn seasons shift 6 days later, synchronizing them with other big game hunts
(Table 16).
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Rocky Mountain Goat Season Summaries and Recommendations

Management Activity

During summer 2012 the Department augmented the Mount Jefferson goat population. Twenty-
four goats were captured from the Elkhorm Mountains in Baker County and released near White
Water Creek on lands of the Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs near Mount Jefferson.
Animals survived well and most are staying in the vicinity of Mount Jefferson. Survival of
collared animals in this area has been high and the goats are reproducing well.

2012 Rocky Mountain Goat Seasons

Rocky Mountain goat hunters continue to have high success rates and the required field
orientation provided by biologists continues to be useful to help hunters minimize harvest of
female goats. In 2012, the Commission authorized 11 Rocky Mountain goat tags in eight
controlled hunts and one special raffle tag. Nine of 11 controlled tag holders (82%) were
successful and two tribal hunters from Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation
were successful.

2013 Rocky Mountain Goat Tag Recommendations

The Department is proposing 14 Rocky Mountain goat tags in eight hunts (Table 17). In
addition to Department proposals, the Department expects tribal hunting from the Confederated
Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation during 2013.

2014 Rocky Mountain Goat Season Recommendations

The Department is proposing three new Rocky Mountain goat hunts in 2014; Strawberry
Mountains, North Wenaha, and a third hunt in the Elkhorn Mountains. With the current
increasing trend in tag numbers for Rocky Mountain goats, the Department will be proposing a
nonresident tag beginning in 2014; this tag will likely be in the second Elkhom hunt period
(Table 17).
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Pronghorn Antelope Season Summaries and Recommendations

Pronghorn Population Overview

Pronghorn populations continue to do well in some parts of southeast Oregon reflecting the variable
summer and winter conditions across the landscape during the last year. Currently conditions are
dry and field staff will be monitoring things closely as the summer progresses.

2012 Pronghorn Harvest

Survey data indicate that in general, pronghom hunters continue to enjoy good success. Average
success rates were 74% for rifle hunters, 49% for muzzleloader hunters, and 36% for archery hunts.
In total, 1,112 bucks and 136 does were harvested in the surveyed hunts.

2013 Pronghorn Antelope Tag Recommendations

The Department is proposing 2,577 tags in 57
hunts for 2013 (Table 18, Table 19), representing
a decrease of about 4 percent from 2012 tag
numbers. '

2014 Pronghorn Antelope Season
Recommendations

No changes are proposed to most 2014 controlled
Pronghorn seasons except for a calendar shift of
6 days later consistent with other controlled hunts
{Table 19). Three hunt areas will receive minor
boundary changes.
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Table 18. Proposed 2013 pronghorn antelope
tag numbers by weapon/bag limit.

Weapon / Bag Limit # Hunts # Tags
Rifle Buck 24 1,143
Rifle Doe 5 187
Rifle Either Sex 7 367
Bow Buck 3 39
Bow Either Sex 9 639
Muzzleloader Buck 3 61
Muzzleloader Either Sex 3 104
“Youth 3 37
Total 57 2,577
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Deer Season Summaries and Recommendations

General Winter Conditions

Western Oregon: Following very warm and dry fall conditions, winter 2012-2013 was relatively
mild with much of the coldest weather coming early (November-December). In the Cascades,
late snows have added to the snowpack bringing the water content above average in some
locations.

Eastern Oregon: For much of eastern Oregon late fall and early winter conditions began
relatively harsh but moderated early resulting in a milder than normal winter. Winter
temperatures and snowfall were mild to moderate. Generally animals are in good condition this
spring. Overwinter survival was good in most areas; unfortunately fawn ratios were low to
moderate in many areas going into winter.

Overall, 2013 spring surveys found good winter survival in many deer herds. However, in some
arcas the dry fall in 2012 resulted in herds going into winter with fall fawns in less than ideal
condition, the mild winter moderated the impact to some herds.

Deer Season Summaries and Recommendations

Annually most big game season dates follow a cycle in which they progress one day earlier each
year then “jump” a week later, starting the cycle over again. A key date is the opening of buck
deer rifle season which is the Saturday nearest October 1. Synchronized with other hunts, this
year (2013) is the earliest year of the cycle. For 2014 most hunts are proposed to be adjusted
back to the late end of the cycle which means most hunts will shift six days later (Table 8).

Most buck deer hunting in western Oregon is under a “general season™ framework which allows
participation by any hunter who purchases a tag before the tag sale deadline (Table 10). Exceptions
include controlled High Cascade buck hunts (with tags also valid during the western Oregon general
deer seasons), controlled buck hunts in the Umpqua drainage, controlled muzzieloader hunts,
controlled antlerless or either-sex hunts, and controlled youth hunts.

As specified in the Mule Deer Plan, all firearms hunting for deer in eastern Oregon is conducted
under a controlled hunt system with tag numbers based on biological assessments of herd trend,
post-season buck ratios, and other considerations such as weather, hunter crowding, and hunter
success. Firearm hunts for antlerless deer are primarily used to address damage and for
population control.

2012 General and Controlled Deer Season Harvest

General black-tailed deer hunter participation continued to decline in 2012. Based on mandatory
harvest survey results, western General rifle hunters declined 1% to 68,828 and the number of
western Oregon bow hunters with general tags declined 1% to 18,983. Western general rifle
hunters harvested 13,349 deer (19% success) and western general bow hunters harvested 2,513
deer (13% success). Controlled deer hunters in western Oregon (10,250) harvested 3,840
animals (37% success). '
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For eastern Oregon, 15,200 general deer bow hunters took 2,937 deer (19% success). For
controlled eastern Oregon deer hunts, 47,237 controlled buck rifle hunters took 17,903 deer
(38% success), 2,630 controlled doe hunters took 1,909 deer (73% success), and 1,652 controlled
bow and muzzleloader hunters took 684 deer (41% success).

Proposed 2013 Controlled Deer Tags

The Department is proposing no changes to controlled archery and an increase of 59 muzzleloader
tags for deer in 2013. The Department is proposing a slight decline (<-1%) in the number of
controlled buck deer tags (57,602) for 2013 (Table 20). The Department is proposing a 47 tag
reduction to controlled rifle antlerless deer tags to 8,870 for 2012 (Table 21). This reduction is in
response to declining black-tailed deer populations in northwest Oregon. Proposed tag numbers
for youth hunts will increase 3% to 1,274.

Proposed 2014 Deer Seasons

General deer seasons will remain unchanged in 2014 except for a 6 day calendar shift (Table 8).
The archery bag limit is a legal buck except in units identified by the Commission each year (see

page 4).

For 2014, the following changes are proposed to controlled deer hunts (Tables 20 and 21).
Overall, Department proposals would delete three hunts and add two new hunts. Proposed
changes include:

Add one new rifle buck hunt in southeast Oregon (NE Owyhee).

Add a new muzzleloader buck hunt for the Interstate Unit.

Add a new white-tailed deer doe hunt in northeast Oregon (Prairie Creek).

Delete the Union County Agricultural lands hunt.

Five hunts will have boundary changes or clarifications.
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Elk Season Summaries and Recommendations

There is a mixture of season structures used for elk hunting in Oregon. Hunters can participate in
general season Roosevelt elk rifle hunting in the Cascades and most of the Coast Range. Limited
areas are available for general season Rocky Mountain elk hunting during both the first and second
seasons in eastern Oregon. Most archery hunting for elk is general scason.

Controlled seasons are used for many eastern Oregon bull and either sex hunts and some western
Oregon bull hunts. Controlled bull hunting is practiced for several reasons, including achieving the
bull ratio Management Objective (MO) in areas where vulnerability of bulls or high hunter numbers
have led to over-harvest under general seasons in the past; or where hunter numbers are limited to
tmprove hunting quality. All firearms antlerless elk hunting opportunity is by controlled hunts.
Antlerless hunts are used primarily to address damage and reduce populations which are over MO.

2012 Elk Harvest

Based on mandatory harvest survey
results, 105,774 elk hunters harvested
17,852 elk for an overall average
success rate of 17% (Table 22).
General season hunters were generally
not as successful as controlled season
hunters.

Proposed 2013 Controlled Elk Tags

Most archery elk hunting is conducted
under general seasons. For the 20
controlled bow hunts for elk, the
Department is proposing 5,621 tags for
2013 (Table 23). Proposed controlled
muzzleloader elk tags are up 1% to
2,483 for 2013. Proposed controlled

elk rifle tags for 2013 are up slightly to -

48,741 tags. The Department is
proposing a 6% increase in youth elk
tags to 1,118 for 2013,

Proposed 2014 EIk Seasons

Table 22. Number of hunters, harvest and success rates for etk

the 2012 Oregon elk seasons.

2012
2012 2012 Succes
Hunt/Weapon Type Hunters Harvest s Rate
General Seasons
Rocky Mountain 1% 869 151 20%
Rocky Mountain 2™ 7,678 841 13%
Coast 1% 8,077 1,146 12%
Coast2™ 7215 641 7%
Cascade 11,367 722 7%
Eastern Bow 13,870 1,808 13%
Coast Bow 8,391 1,149 14%
Cascade Bow 5,356 323 6%
Controlled Seasons .
Rocky Mountain 29,393 7,560 26%
Cascade 8lo 251 31%
Coast 8,636 2,586 30%
Controlled Bow 2,195 305 14%
Controlled Muzzleloader 1,911 369 19%
All Surveyed Elk Hunts 105,774 17,852 17%

The Department is proposing to maintain existing general season structure with standard calendar
adjustment of six days later to most season dates for 2014 (Table 8). The archery bag limitis a
legal bull except in units identified by the Commission each year (sec page 4). -

For 2014, the following changes are proposed to controlled elk hunts (Table 23). Overall,
Department proposals would delete 12 hunts and create 24 new controlled elk hunts. However, only
three hunts are completely eliminated, most are changing by being split into additional time periods
or being absorbed into or being replaced by a different hunt. The three deleted hunts are in northwest
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Oregon and are in response to declining elk population in the region. Four of the new hunts are
archery hunts, one is a muzzleloader hunt, and two are for youth only. Proposed changes include:

® & @ & & o @

Combining the Mohawk and SW McKenzie into one hunt.

Including the Wendling hunt area in the new SW McKenzie Hunt.

Replacing the North Powder Hunt with two new Shaw Mountain hunts.

Splitting the North Juniper Hunt into two new time periods.

Splitting the High Desert Controlled Elk Hunt into two time periods.

Expanding the Tioga archery and muzzleloader sub-unit hunts to unit-wide hunts. _

New archery hunts are proposed in the Heppner, Ukiah, Snake River, and Chesnimnus

WMUs.

o There have been repeated discussions regarding whether or not if a hunter draws one of
these tags it should be their only archery elk hunting opportunity. '
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Western Gray Squirrel Season Recommendations

No changes other than standard calendar adjustments of 6 days to dates are proposed for western
gray squirrel seasons for 2014 (Table 24).

Table 24. Proposed western gray squirrel season structure and bag limits for 2014,

Hunt _ Bag Limit ' 2013 Dates Proposed 2014 Dates
Western & S. Central OR S/day - 15 in possession  Aug 24 —Nov 6 Aug 30 —Nov 12 |
Hood & White River Units  3/day - 6 in possession Sep 7 Oct 13 Sep 13 -0ct 19

That portion of Rogue Unit south of Rogue River and South Fork of Rogue River and north of
Highway 140 is open year-round with no bag limit. '
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